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Foreword

A Note to Readers:

This story 1s aimed to help our young children (ESL learners) learn the three different ways in
which English words/verbs with -ed (the past tense ending) are pronounced. This story book is a result
of my findings based on the reading assessment of the students in the primary level during my visits to
many of the Tibetan schools. It was observed that many children often mispronounce verbs with —ed
(the past tense ending). They add an extra syllable even when not required. This was a very common
problem that I noticed in most of the children I interacted with. Thus, I decided to highlight this
problem, and bring out a solution for this through a story so that children not only learn, but enjoy the

story while practising the verbs with—ed (past tense ending), and hence this book.

In the story, I have highlighted all the verbs with -ed (the past tense ending) in three different
colours to point out, and to categorize them in the ways they are to be pronounced.
[ have also tried to bring in the Tibetan element into the story in the form of characters, and introduced a
few animals of Tibet through the game in the story. The game could be modified for other classroom
activities to serve various purposes, particularly in the teaching-learning activities by the teachers as
per need. If you pay attention to the plot of the story, you'll also find integration of values like patience,
turn taking, and respecting each other's opinion. I hope children, teachers and parents will find this book
helpful.
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Letter from the Writer

Dear children,

I know pronouncing of verbs with —ed (the past tense ending) is confusing sometimes. You might find it
hard to decide when and when not to add an extra syllable while pronouncing a verb with —ed (the past tense
ending). As you grow older, and get more exposure to the spoken and written English you'll learn more about
the same. For the time being, it will be helpful if you learn to identify whether a verb ends with a voiced, or a
voiceless sound.

If you feel a vibration in your throat while saying a sound, it is a voiced sound. On the other hand, if no
vibration is felt, it is voiceless.

There are three ways of pronouncing the —ed sound at the end of a verb (past tense ending):

1. When a verb ends with either /d/ or /t/ sound, -ed will say /ed/.
Example: end ed, start ed.

2. When a verb ends with a voiced sound other than /d/ or /t/ sound, -ed will say /d/.
Example: loved, explained.

3. When a verb ends with a voiceless sound, then -ed will say /#.
Example: missed, looked.

Reference: Language fact 24 (The Sound Way Program)

Therefore, read all the verbs 1 in red colour saying the first sound of —¢d that is /ed/; the verbs in pink colour
saying the second sound of —ed that is /d/; and all the verbs in blue colour by saying the third sound of —ed
that 1s /7/.

Happy reading! Happy learning!
Tenzin Choedon (Tenchoe)
English Mentor

Sambhota Tibetan Schools Society
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NgMas very happy: She'had algame
inther'mind. She wanied to know!if her

litflelsister Legzom wasinterestediinit, “a




Chextoldllleazom about| thegame.
~Counds like o fun game! Qélid Legzom:
They/both plan'n/ed to play{ the game with their
@ cousins Gyaltsent Decﬁeﬁand Kalsang:




The two sisters were very excited. They
talked about the game while they walked
to the park.




On the way the' twoisisters invited their
cousins; and shared fhe plaong$n.

Thejcousinsigotiexcited ’roi‘ ~ . —
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. They all rushed to the park
to play the game.}.
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When they reached the park, Ngawang
requested all of them to gather under o
tree. She then explained the game to

everyone.




' Each of Jrlr\em had to name an animal.
If the animal is found in Tibet, then
everyone should shout Tibet!.
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; The one who missed would have Jro ac’r Ilke

’rhe animal or make its sound. WL 2y



No one was allowed to repeat the names.
Each one of them had an animal in their
mind. They eagerly waited for the game




Yok’ started Legzom. |
Everybody shouted Tibetl




Ngawang said Panda’, and

everyone except Legzom 4
shouted Tibet!




Panola Everybody laughed, and they]

continued with the game.
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When Gyaltsen shouted Giraffe,
everybody remained silent.




Elephant’, said Dechen, and
everybody continued to
remain silent.
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Kalsang mentioned Ghiru'. All of them
were confused as they havent heard
this name before
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Kalsang smiled and said, "It is the name for

the Tibetan antelope’. Ohl Exclaimed all of
them, and together they yelled Tibet!

and laughed. , =
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It was Legzom's turn again. Ghe named the

animal that Ngawang had been thinking of,
Cnow Leopard. Except Kalsang, all of
- them shouted Tibet
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Co. he ro#eld Grereerrerrerl "No, that sounds
more like a Lion!" said Ngawang, and

everybody laughed Hahahal
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Next, it was Ngawa-ng's turn. Since repeating
the name of animal was not allowed in the
game, she was litTle upset. Ngawang now
wanted to confuse her‘ younger

5|s’rer~ omol cousines.
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Che tried thinking but remembered nothing

that could confuse her palymates. ‘Please
be quick Ngawang!’ requested Dechen.
‘Why are you silent Achoﬂ
queshoneol Kalsang '
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‘We are all waiting’, remarked
Gyaltsen. ‘Acha, is there no time
limit?" asked litfle Legzom.
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Her younger sister and cousins patiently
waited for her, None of them complained.




Ngawang started thinking with her eyes
closed. GShe could hear her cousins saying,
‘Ngawang! Ngawang!
Be quick! We are
getfing latel’
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All of a sudden Ngawang shouted Pikal'

and opened her eyes. She was surprised

to see her mom waking her up.
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Her parents and her little sister laughed
at her. Ngawang also laughed with them as

F she realised that it was all her dreom.
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In her sleep, Ngawang called out Pikal.
Now, if this wasn't a dream, should her

sister and cousins shout out
Tibet!’ or not?



In her sleep, Ngawang called out Pikal.
Now, if this wasn't a dream, should her

sister and cousins shout out
Tibet! or not?
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